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By JILL COWAN and VIK JOLLY

LOS ANGELES — A jury awarded 
Vanessa Bryant $16 million on 
Wednesday in her lawsuit against 

Los Angeles County over the inappropri-
ate sharing of photos of human remains 
from the helicopter crash that killed her 
husband, Kobe Bryant, and her daugh-
ter, Gianna, along with seven others.

Chris Chester, whose wife Sarah, 45, 
and daughter, Payton, 13, were among 
those killed in the crash and who joined 
the suit, was awarded $15 million.

Ms. Bryant, who wore a face mask 
in court, clasped her hands around her 
head and began to weep as the verdict 
was read.

Mr. Chester looked straight ahead.
Jerry Jackson, Mr. Chester’s lawyer, 

said he and the plaintiffs were grateful to 
the jury and Judge John F. Walter, “who 
gave us a very fair trial.”

Ms. Bryant and her lawyers declined 
to comment after the verdict was read 
on Wednesday afternoon.

Mira Hashmall, the lead attorney for 
the county in the case, said in a state-
ment that she and other members of the 
county’s legal team disagreed with the 
verdict.

“We will be discussing next steps with 
our client,” she said. “Meanwhile, we 
hope the Bryant and Chester families 
continue to heal from their tragic loss.”

Mr. Bryant, a star for the Los Angeles 
Lakers, achieved a stature in Southern 
California that far transcended bas-
ketball. On Wednesday, about 14 blocks 
from the courthouse, a new mural cele-
brating his legacy was unveiled to mark 
“Mamba Day,” referring to Mr. Bryant’s 
nickname.

The jury’s decision, which ended a 
federal civil trial that lasted nearly two 
weeks, was an uncommonly high-profile 
rebuke of two colossal and insular agen-
cies — the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Department and the Los Angeles County 
Fire Department — that wield enormous 
power in the nation’s second biggest 
metropolis.

On a foggy Sunday morning in Janu-
ary 2020, Mr. Bryant, 41, and eight oth-
ers were flying from Orange County to 
a youth basketball tournament in a sub-
urb north of Los Angeles when the pilot 
became disoriented in the clouds. The 
helicopter crashed into a hill near Cal-
abasas, Calif., and everyone on board 
was killed.

As news of the crash and the identity 
of the victims rippled around the world, 
law enforcement officials, investigators, 
journalists and fans of Mr. Bryant head-
ed toward the rugged crash scene.

In those first hours after the crash, 
Ms. Bryant alleged in her lawsuit, Los 
Angeles County firefighters and sheriff’s 
deputies were allowed to take unneces-
sary close-up photos of human remains 
around the site, including the bodies of 
Kobe and Gianna Bryant, and the photos 
were then shared among sheriff’s depu-
ties and firefighters.

Ms. Bryant testified in court that a few 
days after the emotional public memori-
al for her husband of almost two decades, 
she was told about a Los Angeles Times 
report that one of the deputies, Joey Cruz, 
had shown photos to a bartender and an-
other bar patron, who filed a complaint 
with the Sheriff’s Department.

“I felt like I wanted to run down the 
block and just scream,” Ms. Bryant tes-
tified. “But I couldn’t escape. I can’t es-
cape my body.”

Another woman, a relative of some of 
the crash victims, testified that a Fire 
Department official showed some of the 
photos at a gala where communications 
staff were receiving an award. She later 
complained to the Fire Department.

In the suit, Ms. Bryant accused the 
county of negligence and of violating 
her constitutional right to privacy. Her 
lawyers argued that orders from Fire 
Department and Sheriff’s Department 
officials to delete the images after in-
quiries were begun amounted to the de-
struction of evidence and an attempted 
cover-up.

Ms. Bryant and Mr. Chester sought 
damages for emotional distress brought 
on by worrying that the photos could sur-
face publicly on the internet at any time.

Lawyers for the county acknowledged 
that the photos were taken and were 
shared, but they argued that the effort 
to delete them was thorough enough to 
keep the photos from appearing for the 
last two and a half years, and therefore 
the photos had not been publicly dissemi-
nated. The photos were not introduced as 
evidence in the trial.

“To claim privacy and then put all 
these details in public — it defies logic,” 
Ms. Hashmall said.

The county’s lawyers argued that al-
though some county policies were vio-
lated, the plaintiffs’ constitutional rights 
were not. And they said that police offi-
cers, firefighters and other emergency 
responders need the flexibility to docu-
ment accident scenes before federal in-
vestigators or coroner’s officials arrive, 
so the taking of the photographs was 
justified.

The trial was in some ways a typical 
Los Angeles celebrity legal spectacle. 
Ms. Bryant arrived each day at the 

Bryant’s Widow Is Awarded $16 Million in
Lawsuit Over Crash Photos
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TURNING
WARMER

A stalled front from the Middle Atlantic to the Gulf states will continue to bring scattered 
showers and heavy thunderstorms this weekend. Thunderstorms will develop across the 
Upper Midwest. Monsoon thunderstorms are expected across the Southwest.

Highlight: The Weekend Outlook Metropolitan Almanac

In Central Park, for the 16 hours ended at 4 p.m. yesterday.

Reservoir levels (New York City water supply)

Yesterday ............... 74%
Est. normal ............. 86%
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Avg. daily departure Avg. daily departure
from normal from normal
this month ............. +2.6° this year ................ +0.5°

Precipitation (in inches)

Yesterday ............... 0.00
Record .................... 3.61

For the last 30 days
Actual ..................... 1.47
Normal .................... 4.57

For the last 365 days
Actual ................... 46.25
Normal .................. 49.52

LAST 30 DAYS

Air pressure

High ......... 30.01 10 a.m.
Low ............ 29.92 1 a.m.

Humidity

High ............. 78% 7 a.m.
Low .............. 30% 2 p.m.

Cooling Degree Days

An index of fuel consumption that tracks how
far the day's mean temperature rose above 65

Yesterday................................................................... 15
So far this month...................................................... 344
So far this season (since January 1) ...................... 1085
Normal to date for the season ................................. 979

Trends Temperature Precipitation
Average Average

Below BelowAbove Above

Last 10 days
30 days
90 days

365 days

Chart shows how recent temperature and precipitation
trends compare with those of the last 30 years.
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WARM STATIONARY COMPLEX
COLD PRECIPITATION
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Weather patterns shown as expected at noon today, Eastern time.

Cities
High/low temperatures for the 16 hours ended at 4 
p.m. yesterday, Eastern time, and precipitation (in inches) 
for the 16 hours ended at 4 p.m. yesterday.
Expected conditions for today and tomorrow.

C ........................ Clouds
F .............................  Fog
H ..........................  Haze
I...............................  Ice
PC ............. Partly cloudy
R ........................... Rain
Sh ................... Showers

S .............................Sun
Sn .......................  Snow
SS ..........  Snow showers
T ............  Thunderstorms
Tr ......................... Trace
W ........................ Windy
–...............  Not available Recreational Forecast

Sun, Moon and Planets

Weather Report Meteorology by AccuWeather

Sun

Jupiter

Saturn

Moon

Mars

Venus

National Forecast

Boating

New First Quarter Full Last Quarter

Aug. 27 Sep. 3 Sep. 10 Sep. 17

Beach and Ocean Temperatures

4:15 a.m.  5:57 a.m.  

 RISE 6:16 a.m.
 SET 7:40 p.m.
 NEXT R 6:17 a.m.

 S 9:20 a.m.
 R 9:03 p.m.

 S 5:25 a.m.
 R 7:11 p.m.

 R 4:11 a.m.
 S 7:19 p.m.
 R 5:14 a.m.

 R 11:32 p.m.
 S 2:00 p.m.

 R 4:57 a.m.
 S 7:03 p.m.

United States Yesterday Today Tomorrow

N.Y.C. region Yesterday Today Tomorrow

    90/ 74 S 88/ 72 T
Bridgeport 86/ 67 0 87/ 71 S 86/ 69 T
Caldwell 87/ 65 0 91/ 69 S 90/ 67 T
Danbury 88/ 65 0 90/ 67 S 88/ 64 T
Islip 88/ 67 0 89/ 71 S 86/ 69 T
Newark 91/ 69 0 92/ 73 S 92/ 72 T
Trenton 87/ 64 0 90/ 69 S 89/ 67 T
White Plains 86/ 65 0 89/ 69 S 86/ 67 T

Albany 84/ 63 0.02 86/ 64 S 83/ 63 T
Albuquerque 84/ 64 0.04 84/ 65 T 84/ 64 T
Anchorage 60/ 54 0.33 61/ 54 C 60/ 54 Sh
Atlanta 84/ 70 0.04 80/ 70 T 84/ 71 T
Atlantic City 86/ 70 0 87/ 74 S 86/ 72 PC
Austin 90/ 72 0.10 92/ 72 PC 92/ 71 T
Baltimore 90/ 67 0 92/ 71 S 92/ 70 T
Baton Rouge 83/ 74 0.88 83/ 73 T 85/ 74 T
Birmingham 78/ 70 0.66 80/ 70 T 85/ 70 T
Boise 98/ 66 0 96/ 67 S 94/ 65 S
Boston 84/ 69 0 85/ 69 S 83/ 68 T
Buffalo 81/ 64 0 81/ 67 T 77/ 60 T
Burlington 81/ 65 0.04 78/ 63 T 77/ 60 T
Casper 84/ 53 0 82/ 51 T 88/ 52 S
Charlotte 89/ 71 0 86/ 68 T 88/ 69 T
Chattanooga 88/ 71 0.02 86/ 71 T 87/ 72 T
Chicago 85/ 66 0 81/ 67 T 78/ 64 PC
Cincinnati 83/ 62 0 86/ 66 PC 85/ 67 T
Cleveland 82/ 64 0 85/ 67 PC 80/ 62 T
Colorado Springs 83/ 56 0 83/ 58 PC 80/ 55 T
Columbus 83/ 62 0 86/ 66 S 83/ 64 T
Concord, N.H. 83/ 60 0.04 87/ 61 T 82/ 60 T
Dallas-Ft. Worth 87/ 73 0.08 91/ 75 PC 92/ 75 S
Denver 89/ 61 0 90/ 62 S 85/ 61 T
Des Moines 86/ 68 0.01 83/ 64 PC 82/ 68 PC
Detroit 86/ 65 0 85/ 67 T 81/ 59 PC
El Paso 86/ 68 0.04 88/ 69 PC 90/ 68 S
Fargo 76/ 54 0.05 75/ 51 S 77/ 64 PC
Hartford 87/ 65 0 90/ 66 S 89/ 64 T
Honolulu 87/ 74 0.09 88/ 76 PC 87/ 77 Sh
Houston 87/ 74 0.27 89/ 74 T 90/ 75 T
Indianapolis 84/ 64 0 85/ 68 PC 82/ 67 T
Jackson 80/ 72 1.11 83/ 71 T 85/ 70 T
Jacksonville 87/ 72 0.24 86/ 72 T 86/ 72 T
Kansas City 89/ 67 0 92/ 68 T 89/ 70 C
Key West 89/ 83 Tr 89/ 84 PC 89/ 82 T
Las Vegas 99/ 78 0.04 93/ 79 T 99/ 82 S
Lexington 85/ 63 0 89/ 68 PC 88/ 68 T

Little Rock 84/ 72 0.15 87/ 71 PC 89/ 71 S
Los Angeles 87/ 68 0 87/ 66 PC 84/ 66 S
Louisville 88/ 66 0 91/ 72 S 90/ 70 T
Memphis 86/ 74 0.10 88/ 74 T 91/ 75 S
Miami 92/ 82 0.02 92/ 82 T 92/ 80 T
Milwaukee 85/ 68 0 78/ 66 T 73/ 64 S
Mpls.-St. Paul 83/ 65 0.31 76/ 60 C 79/ 65 PC
Nashville 90/ 70 0 88/ 71 PC 89/ 71 T
New Orleans 83/ 76 0.49 83/ 75 T 84/ 76 T
Norfolk 86/ 72 0 87/ 73 PC 85/ 72 PC
Oklahoma City 90/ 67 0 93/ 68 S 93/ 68 PC
Omaha 90/ 67 0 86/ 65 PC 86/ 69 C
Orlando 93/ 78 0.46 93/ 77 T 91/ 75 T
Philadelphia 90/ 71 0 92/ 74 S 92/ 73 T
Phoenix 100/ 81 0.04 100/ 84 T 103/ 82 T
Pittsburgh 82/ 60 0 85/ 66 S 82/ 63 T
Portland, Me. 76/ 64 0.08 82/ 63 T 75/ 62 T
Portland, Ore. 93/ 68 0 93/ 63 S 80/ 63 C
Providence 88/ 68 0 90/ 67 S 87/ 68 T
Raleigh 90/ 70 0 89/ 71 PC 89/ 71 T
Reno 98/ 60 0 97/ 60 S 94/ 59 S
Richmond 89/ 70 0 90/ 71 PC 89/ 71 PC
Rochester 83/ 61 0 80/ 64 T 79/ 61 T
Sacramento 94/ 60 0 91/ 59 S 93/ 59 S
Salt Lake City 96/ 71 0 96/ 72 S 96/ 73 S
San Antonio 90/ 75 0.79 90/ 76 T 92/ 76 T
San Diego 78/ 70 0 79/ 70 PC 80/ 69 PC
San Francisco 73/ 59 0 73/ 59 PC 72/ 58 PC
San Jose 83/ 59 0 82/ 59 PC 83/ 57 PC
San Juan 91/ 79 0 88/ 79 Sh 89/ 78 PC
Seattle 86/ 64 0 88/ 59 S 73/ 58 C
Sioux Falls 86/ 65 0.54 80/ 60 PC 81/ 69 T
Spokane 86/ 64 0.08 85/ 63 PC 88/ 58 PC
St. Louis 86/ 68 0 91/ 72 S 88/ 71 PC
St. Thomas 90/ 80 0 90/ 81 Sh 90/ 81 PC
Syracuse 83/ 63 0 82/ 65 T 79/ 63 T
Tampa 92/ 79 0.33 91/ 79 T 91/ 78 T
Toledo 87/ 64 0 86/ 68 PC 83/ 59 T
Tucson 92/ 74 0.12 95/ 76 T 94/ 74 PC
Tulsa 93/ 70 0 95/ 70 PC 94/ 73 S
Virginia Beach 85/ 71 0 85/ 73 PC 85/ 73 PC
Washington 89/ 73 0 91/ 74 S 92/ 74 T
Wichita 94/ 66 0 97/ 68 S 95/ 70 PC
Wilmington, Del. 88/ 67 0 90/ 72 S 91/ 70 T

Africa Yesterday Today Tomorrow

Asia/Pacific Yesterday Today Tomorrow

Algiers 91/ 67 0 91/ 69 S 90/ 68 S
Cairo 104/ 81 0 97/ 76 S 95/ 76 S
Cape Town 63/ 48 0 61/ 47 PC 60/ 50 C
Dakar 86/ 80 0 85/ 79 T 85/ 80 R
Johannesburg 66/ 43 0 70/ 49 S 73/ 50 S
Nairobi 76/ 53 0 73/ 55 C 74/ 56 C
Tunis 90/ 73 0 90/ 72 S 93/ 73 S

Baghdad 108/ 84 0 109/ 84 PC 110/ 82 PC
Bangkok 97/ 79 0.20 93/ 80 T 89/ 78 T
Beijing 84/ 65 0 88/ 61 PC 84/ 57 PC
Damascus 99/ 66 0 97/ 66 S 98/ 68 S
Hong Kong 96/ 84 0.14 88/ 81 R 88/ 82 T
Jakarta 91/ 76 0.12 91/ 76 PC 91/ 77 C
Jerusalem 88/ 62 0 89/ 66 S 87/ 65 S
Karachi 83/ 79 0.64 87/ 79 T 87/ 79 PC
Manila 84/ 74 0.28 92/ 79 T 89/ 79 T
Mumbai 86/ 79 0.35 85/ 78 Sh 85/ 78 C

South America Yesterday Today Tomorrow

North America Yesterday Today Tomorrow

Europe Yesterday Today Tomorrow

New Delhi 90/ 80 0.04 94/ 84 T 93/ 82 T
Riyadh 107/ 89 0 107/ 89 S 107/ 85 PC
Seoul 82/ 68 0.01 82/ 67 C 83/ 66 PC
Shanghai 85/ 80 0 92/ 79 T 85/ 77 R
Singapore 88/ 77 0.28 86/ 80 T 87/ 79 R
Sydney 63/ 47 0.06 65/ 53 S 63/ 53 C
Taipei City 97/ 85 0.07 95/ 82 C 97/ 82 PC
Tehran 87/ 71 0 87/ 70 S 88/ 71 S
Tokyo 88/ 77 0.10 82/ 78 R 87/ 80 T

Amsterdam 81/ 64 0 85/ 66 C 73/ 59 T
Athens 80/ 70 1.17 82/ 72 T 83/ 72 T
Berlin 81/ 60 0 83/ 65 T 84/ 65 T
Brussels 88/ 62 0 88/ 64 PC 74/ 59 T
Budapest 80/ 62 0.15 87/ 65 PC 89/ 65 PC
Copenhagen 75/ 59 0 76/ 63 PC 75/ 64 T
Dublin 66/ 56 0.17 68/ 54 PC 65/ 48 C
Edinburgh 68/ 56 0.04 66/ 51 PC 64/ 51 C
Frankfurt 91/ 65 0 90/ 68 S 89/ 67 C
Geneva 82/ 57 0 88/ 62 PC 82/ 61 C
Helsinki 75/ 62 0.04 74/ 54 PC 74/ 56 S
Istanbul 86/ 76 0.29 81/ 72 T 82/ 73 T
Kyiv 89/ 65 0 88/ 64 S 86/ 65 S
Lisbon 77/ 66 0 81/ 64 PC 83/ 63 S
London 82/ 64 0 71/ 57 R 74/ 59 PC
Madrid 97/ 71 0 95/ 69 S 91/ 66 PC
Moscow 90/ 63 0 88/ 63 S 88/ 63 PC
Nice 84/ 75 0 84/ 74 PC 83/ 73 PC
Oslo 70/ 50 0 75/ 55 C 73/ 59 PC
Paris 90/ 65 0 89/ 65 PC 79/ 60 PC
Prague 75/ 59 0.02 78/ 61 T 79/ 62 T
Rome 84/ 67 0 86/ 69 PC 87/ 72 S
St. Petersburg 87/ 63 0.02 75/ 60 T 77/ 59 PC
Stockholm 70/ 50 0.09 72/ 48 PC 72/ 54 PC
Vienna 79/ 61 0 82/ 64 T 84/ 64 T
Warsaw 86/ 66 0.04 88/ 65 PC 88/ 65 PC

Acapulco 88/ 75 0 87/ 76 T 86/ 77 T
Bermuda 89/ 80 0.06 89/ 80 S 89/ 79 PC
Edmonton 79/ 49 0 82/ 49 S 84/ 50 S
Guadalajara 77/ 61 0.04 80/ 62 T 81/ 61 T
Havana 90/ 72 0 91/ 74 T 91/ 73 T
Kingston 90/ 80 0.09 89/ 80 T 89/ 79 T
Martinique 90/ 75 0.04 86/ 76 Sh 87/ 76 PC
Mexico City 72/ 55 0.06 73/ 56 PC 73/ 56 Sh
Monterrey 95/ 73 0.13 95/ 74 T 89/ 73 T
Montreal 82/ 65 0.04 77/ 63 C 70/ 56 T
Nassau 91/ 79 0.04 92/ 80 C 90/ 78 Sh
Panama City 86/ 75 0.15 87/ 74 T 85/ 73 T
Quebec City 78/ 62 0.03 74/ 56 C 62/ 53 T
Santo Domingo 91/ 73 0.18 91/ 74 T 90/ 74 T
Toronto 82/ 60 0 77/ 66 T 78/ 60 T
Vancouver 76/ 63 0 78/ 62 S 73/ 60 PC
Winnipeg 71/ 54 0.10 73/ 56 S 80/ 61 S

Buenos Aires 68/ 54 0 68/ 58 PC 66/ 59 PC
Caracas 90/ 75 0.17 90/ 75 T 90/ 75 T
Lima 62/ 57 0 62/ 58 PC 62/ 58 PC
Quito 74/ 46 0 73/ 49 PC 73/ 48 R
Recife 82/ 73 0.11 81/ 72 C 81/ 72 PC
Rio de Janeiro 73/ 66 0 78/ 68 S 79/ 69 S
Santiago 66/ 39 0 72/ 44 F 64/ 41 C

From Montauk Point to Sandy Hook, N.J., out to 20 
nautical miles, including Long Island Sound and New York 
Harbor.

Wind will be from varying directions at under 10 knots. 
Waves will be 1 foot or less on the New York Harbor and 
Long Island Sound and around 2 feet on the ocean. Vis-
ibility will be clear to the horizon.

Atlantic City  .................... 7:04 a.m.  ..............  7:16 p.m.
Barnegat Inlet  ................. 7:13 a.m.  ..............  7:20 p.m.
The Battery  ..................... 8:00 a.m.  ..............  8:06 p.m.
Beach Haven  .................. 8:43 a.m.  ..............  8:52 p.m.
Bridgeport  .................... 10:56 a.m.  ............  11:08 p.m.
City Island  ..................... 11:29 a.m.  ............  11:38 p.m.
Fire Island Lt.  .................. 8:11 a.m.  ..............  8:20 p.m.
Montauk Point  ................ 8:37 a.m.  ..............  8:58 p.m.
Northport  ..................... 11:16 a.m.  ............  11:22 p.m.
Port Washington  ........... 11:39 a.m.  ............  11:43 p.m.
Sandy Hook  .................... 7:25 a.m.  ..............  7:34 p.m.
Shinnecock Inlet  ............. 7:02 a.m.  ..............  7:19 p.m.
Stamford  ...................... 11:02 a.m.  ............  11:10 p.m.
Tarrytown  ....................... 9:49 a.m.  ..............  9:55 p.m.
Willets Point .................. 11:29 a.m.  ............  11:36 p.m.

High Tides

New York City 89/ 71 0

Metropolitan Forecast
TODAY ....................Hot, plenty of sunshine
High 90. A hotter-than-average day for
late August will occur as the temperature
rises several degrees above normal. High
pressure will provide an abundance of
sunshine, and any breeze will be very
light.

TONIGHT ...................................Mostly clear
Low 74. The air will remain quite warm
through the evening. Even late at night,
the temperature will be above average.
High pressure will continue to foster dry
conditions with a mostly clear sky.

TOMORROW .........................Thunderstorms
High 88. A cold front will approach. Ahead
of it, the air will be very warm and humid.
Sunshine will mix with clouds, and some
places will have thunderstorms during the
afternoon or early at night.

SATURDAY ................................Partly sunny
The air will remain quite warm and mod-
erately humid. The day will be partly
sunny with a slight chance for afternoon
thunderstorms. High 87.

SUNDAY
MONDAY .........Sunshine and clouds, warm
Sunday will be sunny and dry. High 85.
Monday will be warm and humid with
sunshine and clouds. High 86.

A front will linger in the South-Central
and Southeastern states today along the
Interstate 10 and 20 corridors. Rounds of
drenching showers and heavy thunder-
storms will occur along the front. Where
downpours persist or repeat, there is the
potential for urban flooding and flash
flooding of poor drainage areas.

Farther north, a storm will move along a
slow-moving front from the central Plains
to the interior Northeast. Thunderstorms
may be heavy and gusty. Storms will form
from Utah and Colorado to Montana.

More downpours related to the North
American monsoon will fall in portions of
New Mexico, Arizona and southeastern
California.

Most other areas around the nation will
have a dry day. A couple of areas in the
tropics bear watching this weekend.

Sunshine will mix with clouds over north-
ern New England. Afternoon thunder-
storms will occur at the Maine beaches.
To the south, dry conditions will prevail
with a good deal of warmth and sunshine
in most areas. Afternoon temperatures
will generally be in the 80s with a light
breeze from the south to southwest.

LOS ANGELES — A jury
awarded Vanessa Bryant $16 mil-
lion on Wednesday in her lawsuit
against Los Angeles County over
the inappropriate sharing of pho-
tos of human remains from the
helicopter crash that killed her
husband, Kobe Bryant, and her
daughter, Gianna, along with sev-
en others.

Chris Chester, whose wife Sar-
ah, 45, and daughter, Payton, 13
were among those killed in the
crash and who joined the suit, was
awarded $15 million.

Ms. Bryant, who wore a face
mask in court, clasped her hands
around her head and began to
weep as the verdict was read.

Mr. Chester looked straight
ahead.

Jerry Jackson, Mr. Chester’s
lawyer, said he and the plaintiffs
were grateful to the jury and
Judge John F. Walter, “who gave
us a very fair trial.”

Ms. Bryant and her lawyers de-
clined to comment after the ver-
dict was read on Wednesday after-
noon.

Mira Hashmall, the lead attor-
ney for the county in the case, said
in a statement that she and other
members of the county’s legal
team disagreed with the verdict.

“We will be discussing next

steps with our client,” she said.
“Meanwhile, we hope the Bryant
and Chester families continue to
heal from their tragic loss.”

Mr. Bryant, a star for the Los
Angeles Lakers, achieved a stat-
ure in Southern California that far
transcended basketball. On
Wednesday, about 14 blocks from
the courthouse, a new mural cele-
brating his legacy was unveiled to
mark “Mamba Day,” referring to
Mr. Bryant’s nickname.

The jury’s decision, which
ended a federal civil trial that
lasted nearly two weeks, was an
uncommonly high-profile rebuke
of two colossal and insular agen-
cies — the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department and the Los
Angeles County Fire Department
— that wield enormous power in
the nation’s second biggest me-
tropolis.

On a foggy Sunday morning in
January 2020, Mr. Bryant, 41, and
eight others were flying from Or-
ange County to a youth basketball
tournament in a suburb north of
Los Angeles when the pilot be-
came disoriented in the clouds.
The helicopter crashed into a hill
near Calabasas, Calif., and every-
one on board was killed.

As news of the crash and the
identity of the victims rippled
around the world, law enforce-
ment officials, investigators, jour-
nalists and fans of Mr. Bryant

headed toward the rugged crash
scene.

In those first hours after the
crash, Ms. Bryant alleged in her
lawsuit, Los Angeles County fire-
fighters and sheriff’s deputies
were allowed to take unnecessary
close-up photos of human remains
around the site, including the bod-
ies of Kobe and Gianna Bryant,
and the photos were then shared
among deputies and firefighters.

Ms. Bryant testified in court
that a few days after the emotional
public memorial for her husband
of almost two decades, she was
told about a Los Angeles Times re-
port that one of the deputies, Joey
Cruz, had shown photos to a bar-
tender and another bar patron,
who filed a complaint with the
Sheriff’s Department.

“I felt like I wanted to run down
the block and just scream,” Ms.
Bryant testified. “But I couldn’t
escape. I can’t escape my body.”

Another woman, a relative of
some of the crash victims, testi-
fied that a Fire Department offi-
cial showed some of the photos at
a gala where communications
staff were receiving an award. She
later complained to the Fire De-
partment.

In the suit, Ms. Bryant accused
the county of negligence and of vi-
olating her constitutional right to
privacy. Her lawyers argued that
orders from Fire Department and

Sheriff’s Department officials to
delete the images after inquiries
were begun amounted to the de-
struction of evidence and an at-
tempted cover-up.

Ms. Bryant and Mr. Chester
sought damages for emotional
distress brought on by worrying
that the photos could surface pub-
licly on the internet at any time.

Lawyers for the county ac-
knowledged that the photos were
taken and were shared, but they
argued that the effort to delete
them was thorough enough to

keep the photos from appearing
for the last two and a half years,
and therefore the photos had not
been publicly disseminated. The
photos were not introduced as evi-
dence in the trial.

“To claim privacy and then put
all these details in public — it de-
fies logic,” Ms. Hashmall said.

The county’s lawyers argued
that although some county poli-
cies were violated, the plaintiffs’
constitutional rights were not.

And they said that police officers,
firefighters and other emergency
responders need the flexibility to
document accident scenes before
federal investigators or coroner’s
officials arrive, so the taking of the
photographs was justified.

The trial was in some ways a
typical Los Angeles celebrity legal
spectacle. Ms. Bryant arrived
each day at the gleaming, cube-
shaped federal courthouse in
downtown Los Angeles in a black
sport utility vehicle and walked
briskly past photographers as she
entered and left the building.

Rob Pelinka, the general man-
ager of the Lakers, testified in the
trial, and several of Ms. Bryant’s
friends, including the professional
soccer player Sydney Leroux and
the singer Ciara, appeared in the
gallery to support her.

The suit was an effort hold offi-
cials to account for behavior that
lawyers for Ms. Bryant and Mr.
Chester argued had “shocked the
conscience.”

Throughout the trial, the plain-
tiffs’ lawyers portrayed sheriff’s
deputies and firefighters as moti-
vated by a kind of macabre voy-
eurism that they said was embed-
ded in the agencies’ culture.

They played video of Sheriff
Alex Villanueva talking about
how, “since the invention of the
Polaroid,” law enforcement offi-
cers have been creating so-called

death books, documenting the
bodies they’d seen in the course of
their work.

The agencies had no explicit
policies in force that would bar of-
ficers from making images of hu-
man remains, so the practice was
allowed to continue essentially
unchecked until citizens spoke up.

The agencies’ internal efforts to
investigate the Bryant case were
sloppy and incomplete, the plain-
tiffs’ lawyers argued.

Mr. Villanueva, who took the
witness stand just after Ms. Bry-
ant, testified that he had offered
“amnesty” to deputies for coming
forward with the images and then
deleting them.

In closing arguments, Craig
Lavoie, who represented Ms. Bry-
ant, showed the jury a flow chart
of how the photos had spread.
There were question marks on the
chart for people who, according to
witness testimony or official re-
ports, had received the images but
whose electronic devices were
never searched.

“If I asked all nine of you to give
a percentage chance these photos
would end up online, I’d get nine
different answers,” Mr. Lavoie
told the jury. “But none of them
would be zero. And when it’s your
husband, your child, you don’t get
the luxury of cold percentages.”

The jury deliberated for less
than five hours.

Bryant’s Widow Is Awarded $16 Million in Lawsuit Over Crash Photos
By JILL COWAN
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Los Angeles County
owes another plaintiff
$15 million, jurors say.
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gleaming, cube-shaped federal court-
house in downtown Los Angeles in a 
black sport utility vehicle and walked 
briskly past photographers as she en-
tered and left the building.

Rob Pelinka, the general manager of 
the Los Angeles Lakers, testified in the 
trial, and several of Ms. Bryant’s friends, 
including the professional soccer player 
Sydney Leroux and the singer Ciara, ap-
peared in the gallery to support her.

The suit was an effort to hold officials 
to account for behavior that lawyers for 
Ms. Bryant and Mr. Chester argued had 
“shocked the conscience.”

Throughout the trial, the plaintiffs’ 
lawyers portrayed sheriff’s deputies and 
firefighters as motivated by a kind of 
macabre voyeurism that they said was 
embedded in the agencies’ culture.

They played video of Sheriff Alex 
Villanueva talking about how, “since 
the invention of the Polaroid,” law en-
forcement officers have been creating 
so-called death books, documenting the 
bodies they’d seen in the course of their 
work.

The agencies had no explicit policies in 
force that would bar officers from mak-
ing images of human remains, so the 

practice was allowed to continue essen-
tially unchecked until citizens spoke up.

The agencies’ internal efforts to inves-
tigate what had happened in the Bryant 
case were sloppy and incomplete, the 
plaintiffs’ lawyers argued.

Mr. Villanueva, who took the witness 
stand just after Ms. Bryant, testified 
that he had offered “amnesty” to depu-
ties for coming forward with the images 
and then deleting them.

In closing arguments, Craig Lavoie, 
who represented Ms. Bryant, showed 
the jury a flow chart of how the photos 
had spread. There were question marks 
on the chart for people who, according 
to witness testimony or official reports, 
had received the images but whose elec-
tronic devices were never searched.

“If I asked all nine of you to give a 
percentage chance these photos would 
end up online, I’d get nine different an-
swers,” Mr. Lavoie told the jury. “But 
none of them would be zero. And when 
it’s your husband, your child, you don’t 
get the luxury of cold percentages.”

Jerry Jackson, Mr. Chester’s lawyer, 
asked the jury to consider awarding a to-
tal of as much as $75 million to the plain-
tiffs — $2.5 million each for past suffer-

ing, plus about $1 million for each year 
of their remaining life expectancy — a 
formula that would add up to $30 million 
for Mr. Chester and $40 million for Ms. 
Bryant.

“Ladies and gentlemen, you can’t 
award too much for what they’ve been 
through,” Mr. Jackson told the jury.

He asked the jury to divide the burden 
of paying the damages evenly between 
the Sheriff’s and Fire Departments; 
both are funded by Los Angeles County 
taxpayers.

In their closing arguments, lawyers 
for the county said that ultimately, the 
case was about photographs that almost 
no one had seen.

“This is a photographs case but there 
are no photographs,” Ms. Hashmall said.

The jury disagreed, finding that the 
failure of both agencies to train em-
ployees about the right to privacy 
amounted to a constitutional violation. 
They also found that the Sheriff’s De-
partment’s practice of taking and shar-
ing photos of human remains violated 
Ms. Bryant’s and Mr. Chester’s consti-
tutional rights.

They deliberated for less than five 
hours.
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