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EDITORS’ NOTE
Every year, the editors of the Daily Journal look at the work of hundreds of  
California lawyers. Lawyers who have impact – on an industry or on the larger society 
– are whom we seek to honor. They get results by the sheer force of their intellect and 
skill and sometimes just by sheer force.
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Brian is lead trial counsel for Bank 
of America defending against breach 
of contract claims brought by a group 
of mezzanine lenders seeking more 
than $1 billion in damages. Avenue 
CLO Fund Ltd., et al, v. Bank of Amer-
ica N.A., et al, 2:09-cv-01047-KJD-
PAL (D-Nev., filed June 9, 2009).

He also is representing LG Dis-
play in upcoming trials in a variety of 
states against major retailers alleging 
price-fixing among manufacturers of 
display panels. 

And he continues to represent 
Transocean Ltd. through the multidis-
trict litigation stemming from the 2010 
BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

In 2013, that included three months 
of trial in New Orleans.

When trying case outside Califor-
nia, Brian said he has a firm protocol.

“The first thing I do is to introduce 

“

“

myself to the court clerk, the bailiff 
and the court reporter,” he said. “It’s 
really important to come across as 
humble. Judges talk to their staffs, 
so I try to make sure that I am not 
perceived as an arrogant out-of-town 
lawyer who should be treated spe-
cially.”

A seasoned litigator, Brian said that 
he loves trying cases.

“Most don’t get to trial, but, on aver-
age, I’ve been able to get at least one 
or, sometimes, two big cases to trial 
every year or so over the last 10 to 12 
years,” he said.

Brian often gets brought into a case 
late in the game, after discovery has 
been concluded.

“It’s a good thing I have this reputa-
tion for being able to get up to speed 
relatively quickly,” he said.
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