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Washington, D.C., is a magnet for the top graduates from the top law 
schools in some of the most sophisticated practices in the nation, 
including appellate and antitrust. So for the NLJ’s 2017 Rising Stars 
list, how did we go about reviewing a large pool of smart, young 
nominees? Very carefully. We looked for key elements including success 
on the highest stages, diversity of practice groups and law firms. We 
also looked closely at recommendations. We are proud to present our 
2017 Rising Stars. This year, we share their keys to success in their own 
words, edited for clarity and length.  —Lisa Helem, managing editor

d.c.’s rising stars 

 What Was the most valuable lesson you learned in your 

first year of practice? As a clerk for Judge [Merrick] Garland, I 

learned from a man who President Obama rightly described as “one of 

America’s sharpest legal minds” and “someone who brings to his work a 

spirit of decency, modesty, integrity, even-handedness, and excellence.”

 describe your biggest Win or accomplishment in practice. 

The work I did on the Supreme Court cases upholding the [Affordable 

Care Act] involved the most difficult questions of law, public policy, and 

crisis management. Those wins helped sew the ACA into the fabric of 

American society in a way that has ensured that millions get health care.

 Who do you consider to be your greatest laWyer mentor? 

Over the past nine years, Don Verrilli has been the ideal mentor. He has 

taught me that success can come from always acting with integrity, and 

through a decency and respect for others’ ideas and arguments.

 please share a key to your success. Whether it is with 

the agents I worked with as an AUSA or my colleagues at DOJ or 

Munger, Tolles & Olson, the best ideas come through collaboration 

and commitment towards a common goal. 

chad golder, 38
FIRM: MungeR, Tolles & olson
PRACTICe: lITIgATIon
TITle: oF Counsel
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