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EDITORS’ NOTE
Every year, the editors of the Daily Journal look at the work of hundreds of  
California lawyers. Lawyers who have impact – on an industry or on the larger society 
– are whom we seek to honor. They get results by the sheer force of their intellect and 
skill and sometimes just by sheer force.
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Last year, Stone prevailed on behalf 
of his client, Philip Morris USA, in a 
closely watched class action alleging 
unfair competition in connection with its 
Marlboro Lights cigarettes.

Plaintiffs sought up to $1 billion in res-
titution, in addition to injunctive relief. In 
Re Tobacco Cases II, JCCP4042 (San 
Diego Super. Ct., filed June 10, 1997).

The litigation has been raging since 
1997, and Stone has been along for the 
whole ride.

“It’s always difficult to try a case when 
the events in question occurred de-
cades earlier,” he said. “The witnesses 
are no longer available, and you are 
limited to the extent that you can pres-
ent a full story.”

Stone also had to grapple with anoth-
er challenge.

“How do you present what the class 

“ “
really believed or expected from a prod-
uct?” he said.

In this case, Stone added, “We were 
able to take the depositions of 156 
members of the class chosen at ran-
dom. This allowed us to present to the 
court a very full picture of what the class 
felt about products they purchased and 
what they expected from the cigarettes. 
They were very satisfied.”

In September 2013, San Diego Su-
perior Court Judge Ronald S. Prager 
ruled in favor of Philip Morris, finding 
that the plaintiffs failed to establish that 
they were entitled to either restitution or 
injunctive relief.

IT’S ALWAYS DIFFICULT TO TRY 
A CASE WHEN THE EVENTS IN 
QUESTION OCCURRED DECADES 
EARLIER.
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Armed with masters and bachelors 
degrees from the California Institute 
of Technology, Stone said that he es-
pecially relishes the scientific elements 
of cases, and the subject of  light ciga-
rettes delved into that space to some 
degree.

“I try to find science issues in almost 
every case,” Stone said. “At the same 
time, I try to find the common sense is-
sues in every case.”

The matter is on appeal.
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